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English 
Entry - Year 7 (1 year) 

Core English subjects (Year-long) 

Forging Ahead - Year Long

Students will cover the essential skills of the Victorian Curriculum leading up to Level 8. Within the 
central framework of “City Experience” students will improve their skills initially in Language 
Conventions and Reading Comprehension, and then transfer these skills to their reading and 
writing for a range of purposes. These will be explored through the Victorian Curriculum strands of 
reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

Assessment: Students are expected to participate in class discussions, complete classwork, 
homework tasks, various project style tasks and a range of reading, writing and oral presentation 
tasks, and engage with the community. 
Pathway: Students can progress to Breaking Through and 21st Century Journalism, Pop Culture, 
The Film is better than the Book and Conquering the Monster.  

Breaking Through - Year Long

Students will cover the essential skills of the Victorian Curriculum leading up to Level 9. Within the 
central framework of “Global Communities” students will improve their skills in analysis and text 
construction. They will evaluate and integrate ideas and information from global texts to form 
their own interpretation of their larger world. 

Assessment: Students are expected to participate in class discussions, complete classwork, 
homework tasks, various project style tasks and a range of reading, writing and oral presentation 
tasks, and engage with the community. 

Pathway: Students can progress to Foundation English, Pre VCE English, Pre VCE English Language 
or Pre VCE Literature. 

Pre VCE English - Year Long

Students will focus on how language is used to create meaning in written, spoken and multimodal 
texts. Students will also develop their ability to create and analyse texts, moving from 
interpretation to reflection and critical analysis, and extend their skills through thinking, listening, 
speaking, reading, viewing and writing. 

Assessment: Students are expected to participate in class discussions, complete classwork, 
homework tasks and a range of reading, writing and oral presentation tasks, and engage with the 
community.  
Pathway: Students will be able to move into Unit 1 – 4 of VCE English, VCE English Language, or 
VCE Literature 
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Pre VCE English Language - Year Long

Students will explore the ways in which language is used by individuals and groups and reflects our 
thinking and values. Learning about language helps us to understand ourselves, the groups with 
which we identify and the society we inhabit. Students will build on their previous learning about 
the conventions and codes used by speakers and writers of English. 

Assessment: Students are expected to participate in class discussions, complete classwork, 
homework tasks and a range of reading, writing and oral presentation tasks, and engage with the 
community. 
Pathway: Students will be able to move into Unit 1 – 4 of VCE English Language, VCE English or VCE 
Literature 

Pre VCE Literature - Year Long
Students will develop their awareness of other people, places and cultures and explore the way 
texts represent the complexity of human experience. Students will examine the nature of texts 
and the changing contexts in which they were produced. They will develop an understanding and 
appreciation of literature, and an ability to reflect critically on the aesthetic and intellectual 
aspects of texts. 

Assessment: Students are expected to participate in class discussions, complete classwork, 
homework tasks and a range of reading, writing and oral presentation tasks, and engage with the 
community. 
Pathway: Students will be able to move into Unit 1 – 4 of VCE Literature, VCE English, or VCE 
English Language 

Foundation English - Year Long (Unit 1 and 2) 

Foundation English is designed for students who may require a more vocationally orientated 
approach to English or may be aiming to directly enter the workforce upon completing their 
secondary studies. It may also be suited to students who need additional time and assistance to 
strengthen and refine their literacy skills to support their study in Units 1–4 VCE English, VCE 
Literature, or VCE English Language and in their other VCE or VCAL studies. 

Assessment: Students are expected to participate in class discussions, complete classwork, 
homework tasks and a range of reading, writing and oral presentation tasks, and engage with the 
community. 
Pathway: Foundation English Unit 1 and 2 may be viewed as a bridging course into the VCE or for 
students completing technically orientated courses such as VCAL, as well as providing an 
opportunity for students to develop stronger connections between the Employability Skills 
Framework and Key Competencies and their English studies. Students will be able to move into 
Units 1 – 4 of VCE English, Units 1 – 4 of VCE English Language, Units 1 – 4 of VCE Literature or 
VCAL Literacy. 
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Semester long English subjects 

Building English Skills  - Semester Long

This subject is designed for students looking for support in English and covers the essential skills in 
the Victorian Curriculum up to level 8.  It caters to those who need to build on the foundational 
skills required to experience success in English.  Group activities and resources provide students 
with a supportive environment to develop their knowledge of key literacy skills, including: 
Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation and Paragraphing.  

Students will work to consolidate their skills in the areas of reading and viewing, speaking and 
listening, with a particular focus given to students’ writing.  Practical activities will enable students 
to improve the quality of their English work, but also their writing across all subject areas. 

Assessment: Students are expected to participate in class discussions, complete classwork, 
homework tasks, various project style tasks and a range of reading, writing and oral presentation 
tasks, and engage with the community. 
Pathway: Students can progress into Breaking Through and 21st Century Journalism, Pop Culture, 
The Film is better than the Book and Conquering the Monster.  

Creative Writing  - Semester Long

Students will cover the essential skills of the Victorian Curriculum leading up to Level 8. Within 
the central framework of ‘Writing to be Published’, students will improve their skills initially in 
Language Conventions and Text Construction, and then transfer these skills to their reading and 
writing for a range of purposes. These will be explored through the Victorian Curriculum strands 
of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

Assessment: Students are expected to participate in class writing workshops, process writing, 
homework tasks, various project style tasks and a range of reading and writing tasks. 
Pathway: Students can progress to   Breaking Through, 21st Century Journalism, Pop Culture, The 
Film is better than the Book and Conquering the Monster. 

21st Century Journalism  - Semester Long

Students will cover the essential skills of the Victorian Curriculum leading up to Level 9. Students 
will become immersed in the fast paced news cycle and become published authors! They will 
develop writing skills for modern journalism, learning the conventions of editorial and informative 
writing, while using media technologies to publish their work through digital mediums. The 
practical activities in this subject are designed to give students the experience in interviewing, 
editing, layout design, advertising and publishing. Students will also develop analytical skills in 
unpacking contemporary news media organisations and the items they publish. This subject has a 
focus on improving students’ English skills through engagement with their broader community, as 
they are given the opportunity to write on contemporary issues that they feel passionate about. 

Assessment: Fortnightly contribution to WSC newsletter, Folio of work, Feature Article 
Pathway: Students can progress to Foundation English, Pre VCE English, Pre VCE English Language, 
Pre VCE Literature or Pre VCE Media. 
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Pop Culture - Semester Long

Students will cover the essential skills of the Victorian Curriculum leading up to Level 9. Students 
will explore the relationship between popular texts and popular culture. Students will engage 
with popular cultural forms of story-telling such as film and TV, graphic novels, podcasts and 
video game narratives. They will explore how popular cultural texts are constructed and how 
meaning is created / how texts are ‘consumed’ by popular audiences. Students will analyse a 
broad range of texts, comparing / contrasting text structures, features and conventions or 
‘tropes’.  Students will practise speaking and listening through discussion of texts / forms 
studied. They will develop the ability to respond to texts in written, spoken, or multimodal forms, 
and develop analytical-comparative responsesexploring how different forms explore themes, 
values and ideas. Students will also develop creative responses, discussing how purpose and 
audience reflect their creative choices. 

Assessment: A variety of analytical / comparative and creative response tasks. Participation in 
class discussion and group work. Completion of class- and home-work tasks. 
Pathway: Students can progress to Foundation English, Pre VCE English, Pre VCE English 
Language, Pre VCE Literature or Pre VCE Media. 

The film is better than the book? - Semester Long

Students will read and watch a variety of classic and modern books and their film adaptations.  
They will develop their analytical skills, learning to interpret writing styles, understand text types 
and decisions made by authors, playwrights and directors.  These will be explored through the 
Victorian Curriculum strands of reading, writing, speaking and listening up to Level 9.  

Assessment: A range of book and film reviews submitted to the WSC newsletter, a folio of work.  
Pathway: Students can progress to Foundation English, Pre VCE English, Pre VCE English 
Language, Pre VCE Literature or Pre VCE Media. 

Conquering the Monster!! - Semester Long

Learn about the myths, fables, archetypes and symbols that have been presented in Literature all 
over the world for, like, ever! In fact, did you know there are really only about seven stories in 
existence? The same themes are recycled in novels, films and even gaming.  Yep, just 7!!!  
We will investigate what these seven stories are and explore a bunch of different texts and how 
they represent these stories. And you will have the chance to create your own legendary 
monsters! Students will cover the essential skills of the Victorian Curriculum leading up to Level 9. 

Assessment: Students will read, view and play texts and demonstrate understanding of their 
universal messages through research projects, written or spoken analyses and in the creation of 
your own written, visual or animated texts. 
Pathway: Students can progress to Pre VCE English, Pre VCE English Language or Pre VCE 
Literature. 
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Mathematics 

Get the Basics - Year Long 
Students will cover the essential skills of the Victorian curriculum leading up to Level 8 however 
our focus will be on those skills that students may need to review. This includes fractions, 
percentages, decimals, algebra, the four operations, measurement and statistics.  
Assessment: Students are expected to complete the required bookwork throughout the semester, 
homework and a project style assessment task. Students’ levels will be assessed through pre-
testing and post testing.  
Pathway: Students can move onto Preparatory Mathematics or Essential Mathematics  

Essential Mathematics - Year Long
Students will cover the essential skills of the Victorian curriculum leading up to Level 8. This 
includes fractions, percentages, decimals, algebra, measurement and statistics.  
Assessment: Students are expected to complete the required bookwork throughout the semester, 
homework and a project style assessment task. Students’ levels will be assessed through pre-
testing and post testing. 
Pathway: Students can move onto Preparatory Maths or Advanced Preparatory Mathematics  

English 
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Advanced Essential Mathematics - Year Long 

Students will cover the essential skills of the Victorian curriculum leading up to level 8 with a focus 
on application style questions and extension work. Topics include fractions, percentages, decimals, 
algebra, measurement and statistics.  
Assessment: Students are expected to complete the required bookwork throughout the semester, 
homework and a project style assessment task. Students’ levels will be assessed through pre and 
post testing. 
Pathway: Students can move onto Advanced Preparatory Mathematics or Preparatory 
Mathematics  

Preparatory Maths  - Year Long
Students will cover the essential skills of the Victorian curriculum leading up to Level 9. This 
includes algebra, linear graphs, Pythagoras theorem, trigonometry, statistics and probability, 
financial maths and geometry.  
Assessment: Students are expected to complete the required bookwork throughout the semester, 
homework and a project style assessment task. Students’ levels will be assessed through pre-
testing and post testing. 
Pathway: Students will be able to move into Pre-General Maths, Pre-Maths Methods or Practical 
Mathematics.  

Advanced Preparatory Mathematics  - Year Long

Students will cover the essential skills of the Victorian curriculum leading up to level 9 with a focus 
on application style questions and extension work. Topics include algebra, Pythagoras theorem, 
trigonometry, statistics, measurement, linear and non-linear graphs and probability.  
Assessment: Students are expected to complete the required bookwork throughout the semester, 
homework and a project style assessment task. Students’ levels will be assessed through pre and 
post testing. 
Pathway: Students can move onto Pre-Mathematical Methods or Pre General Mathematics  

Pre- General Mathematics - Year Long
Students will cover the essential skills to prepare them for the General Maths Units 1 and 2 course. 
This includes statistics, trigonometry, measurement, algebra, expanding, factorising and linear 
graphs. 
Assessment: Students are expected to complete the required bookwork throughout the semester, 
homework and a project style assessment task. Students’ levels will be assessed through pre-
testing and post testing.  
Pathway: Students will be able to move into General Maths Unit 1 and 2. 

Pre- Mathematical Methods - Year Long
Students will cover the essential skills to prepare them for the Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 
2 course. This includes trigonometry, measurement, algebra, expanding, factorising, linear and 
non-linear graphs and surds. Students will be required to purchase a CAS calculator for this course. 
Assessment: Students are expected to complete the required bookwork throughout the semester, 
homework and a project style assessment task. Students’ levels will be assessed through pre-
testing and post testing. 
Pathway: Students will be able to move in Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 or General Maths 
Units 1 and 2 
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Practical Mathematics - Year Long 
Students will cover the essential maths skills needed in everyday life. Topics covered include 
money, banking, earning money, moving out of home, buying assets, landscaping and maths in 
sport.  
Assessment: Students are expected to complete the required bookwork throughout the semester, 
homework and a project style assessment task in the form of a SAC. Students’ levels will be 
assessed through pre-testing and post testing as well as through project style assessments.  
Pathway: Students will be able to move into the Foundation Maths Unit 1 and 2 course.  

Mathematics 
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Digital Technology 

Cyber Creations - Semester Long 

Web Page Design: Students will learn to create web pages using a range of web authoring 
applications.  They will utilise storyboards in the conceptual development and layout of their web 
page, before exploring the basic makeup of a web page through an online code editor.  Students 
will progress to using a mark-up language (HTML) and cascading style sheet (CSS) to collaborate on 
a variety of web site projects.  They will add interactive elements, allowing users to navigate 
across a range of themes, before publishing their creations online. 

Animation: Students will learn to create a range of animations using Adobe Animate.  They will 
utilise storyboards to define the visual elements and sequencing of their animation, before 
learning to trace and fill objects, applying concepts of animation such as frames, keyframes and 
tweens to create the appearance of realistic movement for their character.  Students will develop 
a variety of animated content including cartoons, web banners and basic games, before exporting 
their animations for online publication. 

Assessment: A Digital Folio comprising of formative tasks and key topic assessments.  
Pathways: VCE/VET Certificate III Information Digital Media & Technology, VCE/VET Creative and 
Digital Media, VCE Media,  

Coding & Computers - Semester Long

Coding: Students will learn to design algorithms to solve real-world problems.  Through visual 
representations, they will investigate how machines use algorithms to collect and process 
information for output.  They will acquire new logic, creativity and problem-solving skills learning 
to code a micro:bit programmable computer, activating and manipulating key components while 
developing collaborative projects.  Students will apply creative thinking and systematic reasoning 
skills in the creation of prototype apps as well as simple programs using an object-orientated 
language (Python).   

Digital Systems: Students will investigate how digital systems represent text, image and sound 
data in binary and the role of hardware and software in managing, controlling and securing the 
movement of and access to data in networked digital systems.  They will disassemble a computer, 
collaborating in small teams to inspect and maintain individual components.  They will design and 
build a basic network, examine storage in digital information systems and different types of media 
that are used to backup and secure data, while considering privacy and security implications of 
how data is used and controlled.    

Assessment: A Digital Folio comprising of formative tasks and key topic assessments.  
Pathways: VCE/VET Certificate III Information Digital Media & Technology, VCE Computing, VCE 
Systems Engineering  
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Food Studies 

Ready Set Cook- An introduction to Food Technology. - Semester Long 

 Introducing the foundation skills for further kitchen studies, Students will be taken on an exciting 
journey where they link the key concepts of basic food preparation, nutrition, hygiene and safety 
as well as use of tools and equipment, students will gain confidence to continue a pathway into 
Paddock to Plate.  Students will benefit by participating in this subject before undertaking further 
food technology electives.  

Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements such as a design brief and investigation on sustainability.  
Pathway: VCE Food technology, VET Hospitality (Kitchen operations) and to develop skills and 
confidence with the intention to encourage students to cook at home.  

Digital Technology 
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Paddock to Plate - Semester Long 

Exciting the senses, this culinary journey will take students through a sensory explosion of 
ingredients and produce from around the world. With an emphasis on key foods, we utilise a 
range of ingredients to produce menu items that further enhance foundation food preparation 
skills.  

Assessment: Student’s participate in practical and theory classes and a range of work 
requirements such as a design brief and investigative task on making healthy food choices.    
Pathway: VCE Food technology, VET Hospitality (Kitchen operations) and to develop skills and 
confidence with the intention to encourage students to cook at home.    

Café Culture - Semester Long

Café Culture in Melbourne has become a significant trend in the past decade and provides a haven 
for socialising. Contemporary café food is diverse and delicious often celebrating high quality local 
produce. Showcasing influences from current food trends, students are able to prepare a range of 
foods from breakfast, afternoon tea to a light meal. During the semester students will complete a 
design brief and assignments on tea and coffee, including taste testing and gain an insight into 
café culture.  This subject is aimed at older students and requires a sound understanding of 
kitchen operations and has a focus on coffee.   

Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements.  
Pathway: VCE Food technology, VET Hospitality (Kitchen operations) and to develop skills and 
confidence with the intention to encourage students to cook at home.    

Bakeology  - Semester Long
Let your passion for baking and decorating take you on a discovery into the art of patisserie and 
savoury baked products.  With a focus on Breads, Pastries, Biscuits and Cakes, students will gain an 
understanding of how certain ingredients work in their baked products, how to cook them and 
decorating techniques.  

Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements. 
Pathway: VCE Food technology, VET Hospitality (Kitchen operations) and to develop skills and 
confidence with the intention to encourage students to cook at home.    

A Culinary Experience  - Semester Long

 In our culturally diverse society we have many new food trends to explore. This unit will take you 
on a global discovery of the versatile produce and techniques that have been developed due to 
the cultural influences in contemporary Australian cuisine. Students will investigate trends such as 
food trucks, hawker style foods and traditional cultural practices.  
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements.   
Pathway: VCE Food Technology, VET Hospitality (Kitchen operations) and to develop skills and 
confidence with the intention to encourage students to independently cook at home with the 
further consideration of VCE Food Studies. 
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Health & Human Development 

Healthy Minds - Semester Long

Mindfulness is one of the most effective ways of teaching us to pay attention and stay focused. 
Millions of people use mindfulness in their lives as a way of reducing stress and managing 
emotions. In this unit, students will be looking at healthy mindsets, meditation, yoga, tai-chi, 
smiling minds and other relaxation techniques to help deal with the everyday stresses that life 
throws at you. Students will also look at psychological techniques to aid themselves in sports 
performance. 

Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements such as creating and running a lesson for the class. 

Subject Pathways: VCE Health & Human Development, VCE Physical Education 
Career Pathways: Therapist, Counsellor, Fitness Instructor, Mental Health Worker, Teacher. 



14 

Sex, Drugs and Rock & Roll - Semester Long

Students participate in a diverse range of classroom activities investigating issues around puberty, 
STI’s, contraception, consent, sexuality and sexual behaviours. Students will explore issues 
surrounding illicit drugs, partying and the preventative measures that they can put in place to 
protect themselves. This class aims to help students develop competence in decision-making and 
taking action to promote a healthy and safe lifestyle. 
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements such as a completing a STI research PowerPoint and drug awareness poster. 
Subject Pathways: VCE Health & Human Development, VCE Physical Education 
Career Pathways: Teacher, Nurse, Youth Worker, Counsellor, Emergency Services Officer, Health 
Promotion Officer. 

Your Life, Your Health - Semester Long

Students can participate in a diverse range of topics that provide a solid understanding of the 
different key health topics including mental health, body image, bullying, cyber safety, nutrition, 
hygiene, community health issues and first aid. Students develop their own concepts and 
understanding of the different factors that affect their health and the community. 
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements such as the creation of a health promotion campaign and healthy diet plan. 
Subject Pathways: VCE Health & Human Development, VCE Physical Education, VCE Food Studies 
and VET Hospitality. 
Career Pathways: Teacher, Nurse, Youth Worker, Counsellor, Nutritionals, Dietitian, Emergency 
Services Officer, Health Promotion Officer. 

Pre VCE – Health & Human Development - Year Long

Students focus on developing their knowledge in basic Health and Wellbeing principles. It will form 
the basis of the theoretical content covered in VCE HHD including concepts of health and 
wellbeing, factors affecting the overall health of Australians, nutrition for optimal health, prenatal 
health and pregnancy, Australia’s health care system and many others. 
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements such as completing the human lifespan characteristics timeline and creating health 
promotion programs. 
Subject Pathways: VCE Health & Human Development, VCE Physical Education. 
Career Pathways: Teacher, Nurse, Midwife, Youth Worker, Counsellor, Nutritionals, Dietitian, 
Emergency Services Officer, Health Promotion Officer. 



15 

Humanities 

Deadly First Australians - Semester Long 

Students will learn about Australia’s Indigenous people, their cultures and how communities have 
evolved over time. They will study the history, events and the issues that stem from these, 
examining the impact they have had on indigenous people and the wider Australian community. 
Students will analyse the role the environment and has played in forming the beliefs and identities 
of indigenous communities. 
Some topics include: The culture and the people. Significant Indigenous leaders. Events and impact 
of colonisation. Geography of the land, ‘country’ and the impact the environment has had on the 
people. Reconciliation and issues in the modern day. 
Assessment: Classwork, and a variety of class projects, research projects, essays and investigative 
reports. 
Pathways: Heroes and Villains, Challenge and Change, Pre VCE Australian Civil Rights, Pre VCE 
History, VCE Unit 1 and 2 20th Century History, VCE Unit 3 and 4 Australian History, VCE Unit 3 and 
4 Revolutions History, VCE Legal Studies   
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Pre VCE: Australian Civil Rights - Year Long 

Students will explore the past and present struggles for rights, equality and identity of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islanders. They will research key events that shaped movements for civil rights in 
Australia, as well as explore different perspectives of influential Australians that contributed to 
change. Students will also explore the effects of globalisation and tourism on remote indigenous 
communities. 
Some topics include: Laws and Policies – past and present. Aboriginal Land Rights. Coming into the 
21st Century – what does the future hold for indigenous people in Australia and abroad. 
Globalisation and Tourism. 
Assessment: Classwork, and a variety of class projects, research projects, essays and investigative 
reports. 
Pathways: Heroes and Villains, Pre VCE History. VCE Unit 1 and 2 20th Century History. VCE Unit 3 
and 4 Australian History. VCE Unit 3 and 4 Revolutions History. VCE Legal Studies  

I know my Rights - Semester Long

What are your rights and responsibilities as you become more and more independent? Many 
young people today are overwhelmed by the changes and expectations placed on them. You are 
expected to know laws, rules, rights and responsibilities. But what are they exactly? In this subject 
you will learn about the teenager and the law in this ever changing world we live in.  
Studying this subject, students will have the opportunity to investigate various issues and cases 
and apply legal reasoning and decision making in determining just outcomes. Students will be able 
to form opinions on the legal processes which are in place to ensure a harmonious society.    
Some topics include: Why we have laws? How do they protect us?  Crime in our society: - Bullying, 
Cyberbullying, Harassment, and Discrimination.  Court Systems. Voting in a democratic system.  
The Laws on - Road Users, Employment, Drugs and Alcohol, Consumerism.  It’s not my fault – Civil 
Law – negligence, environment, sports.  
Assessment: Classwork and a variety of projects, research reports, essays and investigation of 
issues.  
Pathways:  Pre VCE Law and Order, VCE Unit 1 and 2 Legal Studies, VCE Unit 3 and 4 Legal Studies, 
VCE Business Management, VCAL 

Pre VCE: Law and Order - Year Long

Why do we have laws? Where do they come from and how can we change them? What can I do if 
I am suffering and it’s not my fault? From murders to Magistrates to judges, juries, and achieving 
justice - this subject allows students to explore the foundational elements of our legal system. 
Throughout the semester students will discover the criminal and civil justice system and explore 
what fair and equal really means; looking at current cases and how as individuals, groups and a 
society we can have an impact on law making. Students will use their knowledge to think critically 
about their own values, rights and responsibilities and those of organisations and groups including 
courts and legal institutions. They will explore different perspectives, articulate and justify their 
opinions on local, national and global criminal matters. 
Assessment: Written assessment, research tasks and multi modal presentations 
Pathways:  VCE Unit 1 and 2 Legal Studies, VCE Unit 3 and 4 Legal Studies 
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Travel and Tourism   - Semester Long

Want to travel the world? Interested in world cultures? Discover your impact on the world and 
ways you can help protect natural and cultural environments.  You will uncover various types of 
tourism, tourism trends, tourist destinations and the effects tourists can have on them. 
Investigating ways to help manage the consequences of tourism on people and place is an integral 
part of this subject. Know your role as a Global Citizen and get ready to take on the world!  
Some topics include: How people connect to places. People and places around the world. Types of 
tourism. The global citizen. ‘Off the beaten track’ – discovering people and cultures. Exploring 
differences in Human Wellbeing and the political and non for profit organisations supporting those 
most vulnerable   
Assessment: Classwork, and a variety of projects, research reports, essays and investigation into 
issues.  
Pathways:  VCE Geography, VCE Unit 1 and 2 Health and Human Development 

Managing Money Matters - Semester Long

Learn how to manage your money and build the financial skills needed to be an independent 
individual in today’s society. In this subject you will have the opportunity to investigate various 
strategies to make wise economic choices through case studies, real life scenarios and research. 
You will explore the right and responsibilities of workers and employers, as we look at resumes, 
wages and personal budgets.  
Some of the topics will include: Consumers and the Market. Comparing various products/providers 
to make smart economic choices. Budgets and Budgeting. Employee and Employer rights and 
responsibilities. Wages, Taxes and Superannuation. Renting vs Buying.  These topics are just the tip 
of the iceberg for students to become confident consumers in the modern world.  
Assessment: Classwork and a variety of class projects, research assignments, and investigation 
reports.  
Pathways:  Pre VCE: Big Business Ideas, VCE Unit 1 and 2 Business Management, VCE Unit 3 and 4 
Business Management, VCAL  

Pre VCE: Big Business Ideas - Year Long

Businesses of all sizes are major contributors to the economic and social wellbeing of a nation. In 
this class you will explore how business ideas arise, how they must be planned and how a business 
must operate to stay responsible and bring profit. You will explore case studies and be creative as 
we explore marketing strategies used by businesses to encourage consumers to spend!  
Some of the topics will include: Types of businesses. Motivations to start a business. Internal and 
external stakeholders who influence the business. Employee and Employer rights and 
responsibilities. Marketing a business.  
Assessment: Classwork and a variety of class projects, research assignments, and investigation 
reports.  
Pathways: VCE Unit 1 and 2 Business Management, VCE Unit 3 and 4 Business Management, VCE 
Unit 1 and 2 Legal Studies, VCAL 



18 

Challenge and Change - Semester Long 

At the turn of the 20th Century, Australia became a new Nation forming a new identity. In the 117 
years since the birth of this Nation, as we know it today, we have seen some momentous times. 
Wars which have challenged Australians and redefined us as a Nation and as people.   
In this subject you will learn about the beginning of the new nation, exploring daily life, the impact 
of the gold rush and political debates which shaped the Australian identity. We will explore the 
values at the cornerstone of this country’s existence, and explore the reasons for Australia’s 
involvement in major wars and how these events have shaped the people and identity of this 
country, both in the past and into the future.  
Some of the topics included: Birth of the new nation (Daily life, Eureka Stockade, Federation and 
White Australia Policy). Impact of WWI on the new nation. Causes and consequences of WWII on 
Australia.  
Assessment: Class work and a variety of class projects, researching assignments, essays, 
investigating issues and reports.    
Pathways:  Heroes and Villains, Pre VCE Australian Civil Rights, Pre VCE History , VCE Unit 1 and 2 
20th Century History, VCE Unit 3 and 4 Australian History, VCE Unit 3 and 4 Revolutions, VCE Legal 
Studies. 

Heroes and Villains - Semester Long 
In this subject students will explore key leaders throughout History who have shaped the modern 
world. Many leaders supported their people while others had ulterior motives. Students will 
explore inspiring, controversial and radical leaders throughout history and the effects they had 
with their regimes or polices, past and present. Students will research major topics of interest 
associated with historical figures including Martin Luther King, Adolf Hitler, Al-Qaeda, Gandhi and 
many more. Students will develop their analytical and critical thinking skills, discuss their findings 
through multi-modal presentations. 
Some of the topics included: Life of significant leaders throughout history. Rebellions and conflicts 
caused as a consequence of significant leaders. Legacy of key leaders throughout history. 
Assessment: Inquiry based project, historical essay, document analysis 
Pathway: Challenge and Change, Pre VCE Australian Civil Rights, Pre VCE History, VCE Unit 1 and 2 
20th Century History, VCE Unit 3 and 4 Australian History, VCE Unit 3 and 4 Revolutions, VCE Legal 
Studies.  Also, VCE Global Politics for those interest in Distance Ed. 

Pre VCE History - Year Long  

In this subject, students will receive a ‘taster’ of both 20th Century History and Australian History 
(each a Semester long).  
Find out the impact of colonisation and the key figures who shaped our nation; focusing on the 
events which challenged and tested Australia’s emerging identity in Semester 1. 
Then, begin to discover some of the most world altering events in the 20th Century; from the end 
of World War 1, to the rise of Hitler, the Holocaust and the Cold War.  
Most importantly, you will start to learn the important skills of document analysis, inquiry and 
historiography that are so important to studying History in VCE, as well as building your knowledge 
of historical language and terms.  
Assessment: Class work and a variety of skill based assessments, based on assessments given in 
VCE History.  
Pathways: VCE Unit 1 and 2 20th Century History, VCE Unit 3 and 4 Australian History, VCE Unit 3 
and 4 Revolutions, VCE Legal Studies. 
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Physical Education Electives 

General Physical Education - Semester Long

General Physical Education follows a program structured the same as ‘Entry Physical Education’ 
(Year 7), with students covering a wide variety of sports and activities that traditional PE lessons 
have provided. Students will participate in a variety of classical and diverse games, activities, as 
well as ball sports that will encourage students to move and be active with a focus on being fun 
and enjoyable. Sports included in this unit: Dodgeball, Cricket, Netball, Basketball, Kickball, Tennis, 
Speedball, Tennis, Badminton, Hockey and many more. 
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements such as a create-a-sport folio and a peer teaching assignment. 
Subject Pathways: VCE Physical Education, VET Sport & Recreation 
Career Pathways: Sportsperson, Strength and Conditioning Coach, Sports Coach, Event Manager, 
Emergency Services Officer, Teacher. 
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Football Codes & Team Sports - Semester Long

Students will be exposed to a variety of sports ranging from invasion games, striking, fielding, 
football codes and net sports, as well as learning the importance of teamwork to be successful in 
sport. Sports included in this unit: Basketball, Netball, AFL Football, Volleyball, European Handball, 
Indoor Soccer, Gridiron and many more. 
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements such as a games analysis and sports coaching assignment. 
Subject Pathways: VCE Physical Education, VET Sport & Recreation 
Career Pathways: Sportsperson, Strength and Conditioning Coach, Sports Coach, Event Manager, 
Teacher. 

Sports Psychology - Semester Long

Students will take a unique look at the psychology and science behind physical activity and 
exercise. Through a combination of practical and theoretical lessons, students will study 
psychological factors that affect performance and how participation in sport and exercise affects 
psychological and physical factors. 
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements such as elite sportsperson case studies and research assignments. 
Subject Pathways: VCE Physical Education, VCE Psychology, VET Sport & Recreation 
Career Pathways: Sportsperson, Sports Coach, Sports Scientist, Sports Psychologist, Psychologist, 
Teacher. 

Elite Basketball Program - Semester Long

Students will participate in a program that focuses on improving and excelling their basketball 
skills, movement techniques, knowledge and basketball specific fitness components. Students will 
not only participate in training sessions and match play but take part in a SEPEP program that 
offers a wide range of experiences for students to become involved in coaching, umpiring, sports 
journalism, statistics, fixturing and tournament management. 
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements including participation in a SEPEP Basketball program. 
Subject Pathway: VCE Physical Education, VET Sport & Recreation 
Career Pathways: Sportsperson, Strength and Conditioning Coach, Sports Coach, Event Manager. 

Elite Netball Program - Semester Long

Students will participate in a program that focuses on improving and excelling their Netball skills, 
movement techniques, knowledge and netball specific fitness components. Students will not only 
participate in training sessions and match play but take part in a SEPEP program that offers a wide 
range of experiences for students to become involved in coaching, umpiring, sports journalism, 
statistics, fixturing and tournament management. 
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements including participation in a SEPEP Netball program. 
Subject Pathways: VCE Physical Education, VET Sport & Recreation 
Career Pathways: Sportsperson, Strength and Conditioning Coach, Sports Coach, Event Manager. 
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AFL Academy: VET Certificate II Sport & Recreation 

Students will explore AFL football through both practical activities and theoretical learning tasks. 
They will look at many aspects of football, including issues of the day, umpiring, fitness, sports 
nutrition, strength and conditioning and analysing game footage. Students will complete a 
certificate II in Sport & Recreation. 
Prerequisite: Students must be committed to their studies and be able to meet the demands 
required for a VET Certificate. Students are required to be 15 years or older on enrolment.  
Cost: $300 approx.  
Subject Pathways: VCE Physical Education, VET Sport & Recreation 
Career Pathways: Sportsperson, Sports Coach, Sports Commentator, Personal/Fitness Trainer. 

Train Like a Pro - Semester Long

Students take an in-depth look into the basic training principles required to create an effective 
fitness program. Students will analyse different types of training methods and learn the broad 
meaning of the word “fit”. Students will learn life-long lessons as they spend time in the 
Whittlesea Secondary College weights shed working on muscle groups they never knew existed 
and participating in practical sports lessons to build upon their fitness. 
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements such as a training journal and developing a personal fitness program.  
Subject Pathways: VCE Physical Education, VET Sport & Recreation 
Career Pathways: Sportsperson, Strength and Conditioning Coach, Personal Trainer/Fitness 
Instructor, Teacher. 

Girls Fitness & Training - Semester Long

This class gives female students a safe and supportive environment as well an opportunity to build 
confidence in their ability to improve their fitness and overall health and wellbeing. Female 
students will learn life-long lessons as they spend time in the Whittlesea Secondary College 
weights shed and local recreational facilities participating in practical sports lessons. 
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements such as a training journal and developing a personal fitness program. 
Subject Pathways: VCE Physical Education, VET Sport & Recreation 
Career Pathways: Sportsperson, Strength and Conditioning Coach, Personal Trainer/Fitness 
Instructor. 

Elite Performance Training - Semester Long

Students will learn advanced training principles and methods that they will use to complete 
structure training sessions that will improve their ability to compete in elite sport competitions at 
their given age group. Students will be complete vigorous physical activity in these sessions and 
will require exemplary work ethic to maximise fitness gains and learning outcomes. 
Prerequisite: Students are highly encouraged to have previously completed ‘Train Like a Pro’ or 
conduct an interview with a member of the H&PE Department regarding course requirements. 
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements such as a training journal and developing an advanced personal fitness program. 
Subject Pathways: VCE Physical Education, VET Sport & Recreation 
Career Pathways: Sportsperson, Strength and Conditioning Coach, Personal Trainer/Fitness 
Instructor. 
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Pre-VCE Physical Education - Year Long

Students focus on developing knowledge in basic sports science principles such as fitness 
components, energy systems, training methods, skill acquisition, sports injuries, and drugs in 
sports. This subject enables the integration of theoretical knowledge with large amounts of 
practical application through participation in physical activities and laboratory experiments. 
Assessment: Student participation in practical and theory classes, completing a range of work 
requirements such as biomechanical and movement data analyses. 
Subject Pathways: VCE Physical Education, VCE Health & Human Development and VET Sport & 
Recreation  
Career Pathways: Sportsperson, Strength and Conditioning Coach, Personal Trainer/Fitness 
Instructor, Teacher. 

Outdoor Recreation - Semester Long

This elective gives students the opportunity to experience a wide range of outdoor environments 
and activities. These could include Bushwalking, Rock Climbing, Sailing, Kayaking, Bike Riding, 
Camp Cooking, Surfing, Orienteering, Swimming, Life Saving, Archery, Commando Course, High 
Ropes and an overnight camp. The students will develop skills in various outdoor activities as well 
developing skills in goal setting, communication, planning, team building, evaluation and safety. 
Assessment: Participation in all class activities, whether on campus or abroad. Students keep a 
logbook of their experiences and will be assessed on skill development, working individually and in 
teams. 
Cost: $350.00 applies to this elective to cover the costs of camps, excursions and activities.  
Subject Pathways: VCE Outdoor & Environmental Studies, VET Sport & Recreation 
Career Pathways: Camp Organiser, Park Ranger, Emergency Services Officer, Landcare Worker, 
Environmental Scientist, Teacher. 
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Performing Arts 

Drama - Semester Long 
What do Cate Blanchett, Grant Denyer and Steve Jobs have in common? The ability to capture our 
attention! Drama creates fun, practical opportunities for students to build confidence in their 
vocal, movement & expressive skills. Students will develop movement, vocal and expressive skills 
whilst exploring and developing a variety of characters, scenes and situations. Students will 
explore scripted Drama and have the opportunities to write, perform and produce their own 
material.  
Assessment tasks: Drama reflections, performances and written analysis  
Pathways: Pre-VCE Drama, Triple Threat, VCE Drama or Theatre Studies, Tertiary Acting/Theatre 
courses, a career in TV or Performance.  

Drama – From Page to Stage - Semester Long 
Have you always wanted to be in the School Production but you don’t enjoy singing? Ever wanted 
to try your hand at lighting or costume design? This is the subject for you! In From Page to Stage 
students will develop movement, vocal and expressive skills whilst exploring and developing a 
variety of characters, scenes & situations. Students will explore scripts to analyse characters and 
scenes and develop their ability to embody characters. Existing performance skills will be 
enhanced with opportunities for students to design, direct and perform their own full length play. 
Assessment: Rehearsal, performance, folio and written analysis. 
Pathways: Pre-VCE Drama, Triple Threat, VCE Drama, Theatre Studies, Tertiary Acting/Theatre 
courses, a career in TV and Performance. 

Pre-VCE Drama - Year Long
Pre- VCE Drama is a study of historical, contemporary and non-naturalistic performance styles and 
traditions. Students will explore performance styles through a mixture of research, review and 
practical workshops. Existing performance skills will be enhanced with an opportunity for students 
to write, design and direct both solo and ensemble works.  
Assessment: Ongoing journals, script analysis, rehearsals and performance, written analysis. 
Pathways: VCE Drama, Theatre Studies, Tertiary Acting/Theatre courses, careers in TV and 
Performance. 

Triple Threat - Semester Long
Are you the next Hugh Jackman? Can you envision yourself on Broadway?  
In Triple Threat students will develop skills in in Musical Theatre. This will include skills in acting, 
vocals and basic dance, as well as exploring stagecraft areas such as directing, choreographing, 
costume and lighting design. Students study the development of Musical theatre over time, adapt 
their own Musical Theatre pieces and have an opportunity to devise and perform their own work.  
Assessment: Design folio, research, rehearsals and performance.   
Pathways: VCE Drama, Music or Theatre Studies.  
A career in Theatre, Acting and Performance. 

Electro Sounds - Semester Long
Ever wondered what it takes to record your own demo, make the next Banger, and record your 
own music clip? In this unit students will learn the basics of sound engineering including the 
properties of sound and the use of multitrack mixing desks and recording.  They will use 
computers and DAWs to create digital recordings and learn how to mix and master these 
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recordings. Students don't necessarily need to play instruments for their recordings but are 
encouraged to have some understanding of them. 
Assessment: Students will be required to demonstrate their ability to use various pieces of 
equipment and will need to submit live recordings and remixes.  
Pathway:  VCE, TAFE and University Music courses. Recording Engineer, Live mixing at concert 
venues, performing artist, sound for television. 

Music Performance - Semester Long
In this unit students will develop their understanding instruments through solo and ensemble 
performances.  Students will develop technical skills on instruments through instrumental lessons 
as well as developing their musicianship and analytical skills through theory and analysis tasks. The 
aim of this unit is to prepare students for performing music. 
Assessment: Solo and group performance, aural and theory work, end of semester concert.  
Pathway:  VCE Music Performance, Tertiary Music Courses. 

PRE-VCE Music Performance - Year Long
This subject is designed for students who would like to study VCE Music Performance and need to 
improve in one or more of the areas of Performance, Theory, Analysis and technical skills on their 
chosen instrument.  Students prepare and present performances of selected group and solo music 
works using one or more instruments.  Students study the work of other performers and explore 
strategies to optimise their own approach to performance.  They identify technical, expressive 
and stylistic challenges relevant to works they are preparing for performance and study aural, 
theory and analysis concepts to develop their musicianship skills. 
Students will focus on analysis of music being prepared for performance. 
Students will develop their knowledge to assist them in activities involving composing, arranging 
or improvising. 
Assessment: Performance of solo and group works, Practice journal, Theory and aural tests. 
Pathways:  VCE Music, TAFE, University.  
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Product Design and Technology - Textiles 

Fibres and Threads  - Semester Long
Raid the cupboards, peruse the Op Shops, and find fun fabrics to repurpose them into something 
you love. Gain practical skills in hand and machine sewing techniques and confidence in using a 
range of materials and embellishment techniques using the principles of design. Explore ‘Fast 
Fashion’ and sustainability issues in the textiles industry and how this impacts on our society and 
environment.  

Science 

Living world - Semester Long 

Have you ever wondered what makes all living things unique? In this elective, students will explore 
the various body systems including the nervous and digestive systems. We will look at our immune 
system, how this can break down to cause various allergic conditions and diseases as well as the 
development of drugs and how they work on the body. We will look at how our DNA makes us the 
unique individuals we are. We will also look at why plants are so important to our survival and the 
role that animals play in our world. We will look at the structure and life cycle of a variety of plants 
and attempt to grow some of our own. We will also look in depth into the factors that allow plants 
to grow and how various animals interact with their habitats and each other, as well as explore 
what these animals need to prevent them from becoming extinct. 
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies or student presentations. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: Environmental Science, Forensics, Pre-VCE Science Biology, Psychology and Chemistry. 
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CSI Detectives - Semester Long 
In this subject, students will be collecting and analysing evidence and studying real life crimes. 
Students will apply scientific knowledge and methodology to understand criminal investigations. 
Students will study the types of evidence that can be collected such as DNA, finger prints and 
blood splatter patterns and how to analyse it so that it can be used in a court of law to determine 
who is guilty of the crime, and the reliability of eye witnesses.  
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies and student presentations. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: Forensics, Pre-VCE Science Biology, Psychology and Chemistry. 

Experimental Science - Semester Long
In this subject, students learn about the scientific method and how to write scientific reports by 
conducting numerous practical experiments. Students will explore many aspects of science such as 
Consumer sciences, Botany sciences and Physical sciences. The skills learnt in this subject are 
critical for success in VCE Sciences.  
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies or student presentations. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: All sciences 

Environmental Science - Semester Long
In this subject, students will explore the Earth and its systems.  It will cover concepts such as 
ecological footprints and our ability to reduce, reuse, recycle, and delve into the psychology of 
why we treat the environment the way we do. Students will investigate human contribution to 
global warming and the impact it is having on Earths ecosystems. Other concepts such as global 
systems, geological activity and continental patterns will also be explored in detail. If you have an 
interest in the environment, this is the subject for you.  
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies or student presentations. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: Pre-VCE Science Biology, Psychology and Chemistry. 

Forensics - Semester Long
In this subject, students will be investigating the basis of forensic method especially in regards to 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Psychology. Within a structured framework, students will be given 
options to study areas of particular interest. They will be expected to produce reports which may 
be visual, written or oral in format.  
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies, student presentations and class tests. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: Pre-VCE Science Biology, Psychology and Chemistry. 

Force and Motion - Semester Long 
In this subject, students will begin exploring the physical world. The course will begin at the 
microscopic level, looking into atoms and their role in the particle model. Students will then begin 
to explore the concepts of motion, gravity, energy, light and sound through various practicals and 
class work. Students will develop their understanding of everyday life motion by the knowledge of 
Newton’s Laws and mechanic principles. 
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies or student presentations. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: Space and Time, Pre-VCE Science Physics and Chemistry. 
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Space and Time (Aerodynamics) - Semester Long 
Would you like to take a trip amongst the stars? In this subject we will look at space travel and 
what it would be like to live in space. It includes looking at the technology that has been used so 
far to explore space, such as the international space station, space shuttle and the Mars Rover as 
well as examining how we could live on the Moon or another planet such as Mars. We will 
examine the structure of the earth by looking at the types and history of the rocks, minerals and 
metals on top and beneath the earth’s surface as well as how plate tectonics, volcanoes and 
earthquakes have helped shape our world. This will include a journey back to the start of time to 
see how the world began. We will look at how the universe began from a simple atom and how 
this atom evolved into everything we see and touch in the world today. 
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies or student presentations. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: Pre-VCE Science Biology, Psychology, Physics and Chemistry. 

Body Systems - Semester Long 
In this subject, students will investigate various body systems. These include but are not limited to 
the circulatory system, musculoskeletal system and respiratory system. Students will learn how 
these systems contribute to the function and health of the human body and explore potential 
outcomes if malfunctions or disease occurs. If you have an interest in the human body, this is the 
subject for you.  
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies, student presentations and class tests. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: Pre-VCE Biology, PE  

Disease and Medicine  - Semester Long
Students will look into histories gory past and explore how society’s ideas of disease and medicine 
have changed over time. Students will not only consider diseases throughout history, but will also 
look at modern medical advancements and evaluate the impact they had upon society. 
Controversial and ethical considerations, both of the past and present will be explored and 
students will be encouraged to form their own opinions on what is “ethical” practice in medicine.  
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies or student presentations. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: The living world, Pre -VCE Biology, VCE Biology.  

Pre VCE Biology - Year Long
In this subject, students will study how cells sustain life for all living things. Students will be looking 
at how life continues despite death and how living things change and adapt to various difficulties 
they face over time. Students will begin by exploring the microscopic world of cells and how 
complex organisation allows organisms to sustain life.  They will investigate how organisms pass 
on genetic information and how this results in species evolving over time. They will end the unit 
looking at how organisms interact with each other to form complex ecosystems.   
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies or student presentations. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: VCE Biology 
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Pre VCE Chemistry - Year Long 
In this subject, students will study the history and structure of the atom as well as how atoms 
combine together to form molecules and compounds. Students will be looking at the various types 
of reactions and how chemists measure and manipulate the rate at which reactions proceed. 
Students will also be introduced to the periodic table, the concept of the mole and organic 
chemistry. 
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies or student presentations. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: VCE Chemistry 

Pre VCE Physics - Year Long
In this subject, students will study the ideas that explain the development of current technology 
and the experiments that have revealed so much about our knowledge of the physical world. We 
will be looking in detail at the topics of motion, electricity, light and matter. 
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies or student presentations. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: VCE Physics 

Pre VCE Psychology - Year Long
No matter what your current interest are, what career you seek in the future, how well you wish to do at 
school or if you wish to improve your relationships with others, psychology is part of it all. This subject will 
teach you that the study of Psychology is a journey of discovery about you and how you interact with 
others. We will be taking a tour of the amazing brain, understanding mental illness and brain injury, and 
how we perceive the world around us. How is personality formed? What is intelligence and can body 
language help us read emotions and lying? Also included is the psychology of learning, sports psychology, 
memory and the power of hypnosis. Throughout this subject we will learn about research methods, 
conduct our own research and look at case studies. You will learn about yourself and the world around you, 
and have fun along the way.
Assessment: The course will consist of a number of practical tasks, research assignments, case 
studies, scientific posters or student presentations. Assessment will be based on these tasks. 
Pathway: VCE Psychology 
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Technology 

General Tech Studies - Semester Long 
This is an introduction to the Technology area. Students will explore a number of technology 
subjects as a taster, including wood, plastics and metal to inform their future pathway preferences 
in the Trade area.  This is a recommended subject for students who have not undertaken any 
Technology subjects in the past. 
Assessment: Students will be assessed on their practical skills, completion of a range of written 
work requirements and the application of safe work practices. 
Pathway: Megatronics, Engineering, Welding, Woodwork and Automotive. 

Engineering & Welding Technology 1  - Semester Long
Students undertake a study of metals, machining and welding to gain experience using complex 
machines to accurately produce useful items. Materials covered may include brass, aluminium, 
copper, steel, plastic and nylons. Processes covered will include Welding (MIG, TIG, MMAW) 
Turning, Milling, Cutting, Drilling, Sanding, Buffing, Bending and Forming. Students will study the 
safe operation and use of Welding and Machining equipment.  
Assessment: Based on student participation and completion of a range of work requirements 
including practical, research, evaluation tasks and safe working practices.  
Pathway: Year 10 Product Design –Metal, VCE Systems Engineering, VET Certificate II Engineering. 
(Possible apprenticeships, i.e. Plumbing, Fitter/Turner, Boiler Maker). 

Product Design & Technology – Metal Fabrication 2 - Semester Long
Equipment, safety, operation and practice will be the main themes of this subject, with a focus on 
Electric Welding systems. Students will use Arc, MIG, Oxy/Acetylene and Spot welding processes 
to develop a range of models. Students will research the welding industry to gain an 
understanding of available career paths.  
Assessment: Based on the work produced, the completion of a range of work requirements and 
the application of safe work practices.  
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Pathway: VCE/VET Certificate II Engineering, VCE Systems Engineering. (Possible apprenticeships, 
i.e. Plumbing, Fitter/Turner, Boiler Maker).

Engineering 2 - Semester Long
Students’ skills will be extended while dealing with a variety of materials found in the engineering 
field. Materials covered will include brass, aluminium, copper, steel, plastic and nylons. Processes 
covered will include turning, milling, cutting, drilling, sanding, buffing, bending and forming.  
Assessment: Based on the work produced, the completion of a range of work requirements and 
the application of safe work practices.  
Pathway: VCE/VET Certificate II Engineering, VCE Systems Engineering. 

Automotive Studies - Semester Long
Introducing the Automotive skill development program, in which students will explore the 
fundamental components and operation of a single cylinder four stroke engine. Within this field of 
study students will learn the names and purposes of the parts of the engine,  start and run the 
engine, carryout various tests before dismantling the complete engine to familiarize themselves 
with the internal workings.  Students will use measuring equipment to test measure and record 
internal specifications before comparisons are placed against manufacturer’s tolerances. Students 
will explore fault finding skills and carryout repairs to minor damage and wear issues.  While 
dismantled, students will fabricate several engine components from raw materials which will then 
be fitted to the engine and tested on the running engine as its performance is assessed.  The 
students will assess their own skills as the running engine is put through its paces and compared 
against the manufacturers test standards. 
Assessment: To successfully complete this unit of study each student will dismantle and 
reassemble an engine, undertake work book tasks, carryout a research task on three types of 
material used in the construction of a small four stroke engine, fabricate a head gasket, an 
aluminium crankshaft key and a paper side cover gasket. Students are encouraged to research and 
practice metalanguage typical of the automotive industry while also carrying out practical tasks 
which include mathematical calculations. Students will also display knowledge of correct tool 
usage and workshop behaviour. 
Pathway: Students successfully completing this unit of study will build an insight of the skills and 
characteristics typical of the automotive industry, with fundamental activities linked to 
engineering practises. VCE pathway to VET Automotive VCE Systems Engineering  

Product Design and Technology – Wood 1 - Semester Long

This unit is considered a precursor to VCE Design Technology-Wood. It focuses on the design, 
planning and construction of a furniture product based around a timber product. 
Assessment: Based on student participation and completion of a range of work requirements 
including practical, research, evaluation tasks and safe working practices. 
Pathway: VET Certificate II in Building and Construction, VCE Design & Technology- Wood 

Furniture making – Wood 2 - Semester Long

Students have the opportunity to design and create their own piece/s of individualised furniture. 
This can include bedroom and occasional furniture, various types of tables such as coffee and 
dining, entertainment units, chairs, banana lounges or bench seats. The furniture can be for either 
indoor or outdoor use. They will get to use many different materials ranging from solid timber to 
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the more modern pre-finished laminated board. All whilst learning many techniques used to 
manufacture their product both in the traditional way as well as incorporating some of the current 
and latest techniques. Not only will students be able to acquire valuable lifelong hands on skills in 
the use of hand tools, power tools, measuring devices and certain static machines, they will also 
be taught and have instilled in them all aspects of occupational health and safety. This will enable 
them to work safely at all times in the workshop environment. On top of the practical skills, they 
will also learn the theoretical component of today’s industry. Things such as; how to write a design 
brief, what is a client or end user, what are evaluation criteria, what is the difference between 
constraints and considerations and a topic that is very relevant to today’s society and that is 
sustainability. On successful completion of this subject, students will be equipped with a well-
rounded skill set that will enable them to seek employment in the furniture or construction 
industry if they so desire.   
Assessment: The completion of a design brief and the application of safe work practices.  
Pathway: VET Certificate II Building and Construction, VCE Product Design Wood 

Furniture Restoration - Wood 2 - Semester Long

Students have the opportunity to embrace and appreciate the past and see how furniture 
production and manufacturing has changed over the years. Not only the furniture but the tools 
that were used and the time, love and devotion that goes into producing some of the pieces of 
yesteryear. Students will be encouraged to bring in a piece/s of furniture that are showing the 
effects of Father Time. They will then learn how to de-construct the piece, strip back all the 
components, make replacements if necessary then re-construct and polish the assembled piece. 
Basic upholstering techniques may be learnt as well. On completion of this subject, students will 
be able to, if they so wish, create a small business or a hobby that will allow them to restore family 
heirlooms, pieces that have special meaning to the owner or they can buy restore and sell pieces 
as a means of creating a primary or secondary income. 
Assessment: The completion of a design brief and the application of safe work practices. 
Pathway: VET Certificate II Building and Construction, VCE Product Design Wood. 

Megatronics - Semester Long
Students undertake a study of the concepts and principles of Simple Machines, Robotics and 
Energy Systems. They are introduced to basic Electronic principles and construction techniques 
and research the use of Electromechanical Systems in the modern industry.  
Assessment: Participation in and the completion of a range of work requirements including 
practical, research, evaluation tasks and safe working practices.  
Pathway: VET Certificate II Automotive, VCE/VET Certificate II Engineering, VCE Systems 
Engineering. University Degrees 

Robotics - Semester Long 
This is a beginning course in robotics. Students will be utilizing VEX V5 kits, Robot Mesh software, 
Python and c+ programming languages.  The objective of this course is to introduce students to 
basic programming as well as problem solving strategies through competing in the VEX Robotics 
Competition. This course will involve students in the development, building and programming of a 
VEX robot to solve a problem set by VEX Robotics Competitions.  Students will work hands-on in 
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teams to design, build, program and document their progress.  Topics may include motor control, 
gear ratios, torque, friction, sensors, timing, program loops, logic gates, decision-making, timing 
sequences, propulsion systems and binary number systems. Student designed robots will be 
programmed to compete in various rounds of the VEX Robotics competitions. 
Assessment: Group Engineering Book, Finished Robot 
Pathways: VET/VCE Certificate II Engineering, VCE Systems Engineering, University Degrees. 

Jewellery Making - Semester Long
Students enhance their thinking processes through developing their designs and translating these 
into handcrafted pieces. Students will develop their ideas through a design brief and visual diary. 
Over the course of this subject students will learn a variety of techniques and safe work practices. 
Students will have the opportunity to experiment with materials such copper, polymer clay and 
resin to form their individual designs 
Assessment: Based on the quality of work produced, the completion of a range of work 
requirements and the application of safe work practices.   
Pathway: Systems Engineering, Product Design, Visual Communication 

Visual Art 

Visual Communication and Design. - Semester Long 
Introducing technical drawing techniques, including one and two point perspective, plano metric, 
orthogonal and elevations to create environmental and industrial design. Create and produce 
packaging such as drink and food items for communication design. Generate digital images such as 
posters and logos using computer design programs. 
Assessment Based on a folio of practical work, assignment tasks and demonstration of the design 
process. 
Pathways VCE Visual Communication Design, VCE Art, VCE Media, VCE Studio Art Photography. 
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Art 2D and 3D. - Semester Long 
Using varied art materials we create artworks from clay, plaster, paint, watercolour and drawing 
materials. Work is focused on learning new techniques and processes with students able to 
incorporate personal responses to tasks focusing on communication of ideas. Work can be 
individual and/or group based, permanent and/or installation, personal and/or community based. 
Work is annotated in a visual diary to demonstrate the process of art making. 
Assessment Based on a visual diary demonstrating idea generation, resources and the process of 
art making. Written tasks involve annotation of processes, analysis of artworks and exploring art 
styles. 
Pathways VCE Art, VCE Studio Art Photography, VCE Media, VCE Visual Communication Design. 

Drawing and Printmaking. - Semester Long
Drawing extends skills using a variety of materials. Ideas explored reflect students’ personal 
approach and interests. Printmaking tasks include lino printing, dry point etching and stencil 
printing. Students are encouraged to explore creative solutions to tasks. 
Assessment: A visual diary documenting idea generation, resources and the process of art making. 
Written work consists of annotation of processes, analysis of artworks and researching art styles. 
Pathways: VCE Art, VCE Studio Art Photography, VCE Visual Communication Design, VCE Media. 

Photography Darkroom and Digital - Semester Long
Creating both darkroom and digital photographs allows for a variety of techniques, materials and 
processes to be explored. Photography encourages an imaginative approach combined with skills 
in the darkroom and exploration of digital applications using digital cameras, Adobe Photoshop 
and inkjet colour printing. 
Assessment: A folio of final photographs supported by a visual diary to document the studio 
process. Evidence of idea generation, research and annotation. Written tasks include analysis of 
styles and artists.  
Pathways: VCE Studio Art Photography, VCE Art, VCE Media, VCE Visual Communication Design,  

Digital Drawing and Design - Semester Long
Over the course of this subject we will explore the programs Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop. 
Using these programs we will create a variety of artworks and designs ranging from digital collages 
to business cards. Students will learn the basics of these programs through a variety of skill 
building tutorials and eventually apply these skills to generate their own digital designs and 
artworks.  
Assessment: A series of designs and artworks created through Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop. 
Students will assessed on components of the design process and a design analysis.  
Pathways: VCE Visual Communication Design, VCE Studio Art Photography, VCE Art, VCE Media.  

Lights! Camera! Action! - Media Studies - Semester Long
This subject allows students to explore their creative side without needing to be artists! Students 
will immerse themselves in different media forms, such as film, animation, print and digital media 
to explore the concept of genre and how media makers create messages to target specific 
audiences. Students will then use this knowledge to develop skills in using video cameras, video 
editing software, Adobe Photoshop and various digital media to create a variety of their own 
productions.  
Assessment: Production Design Plan, a variety of Video/Print/Digital productions, Film Analysis 
Pathways: Pre VCE Media, VCE Media, VCE English 
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Pre VCE Media - Year Long 

Do you enjoy film and text analysis in English? Do you consider yourself creative, but not 
necessarily a great ‘artist’? Do you want to learn how to tell stories and share messages in a visual 
way? Well this is the subject for you! This subject explores a variety of different media forms such 
as film, advertising, social media and gaming. It studies how texts are produced for a specific 
purpose and how audiences create meaning. Students refine their technical skills in filming, video 
editing, Adobe Photoshop and using other digital media to plan and produce their own media 
products. 
Topics: Analysis a variety of films. Advertising techniques and Culture Jamming. Changing 
representations of gender- past and present. Contemporary News Media and Fake News 
Assessment: Production Design Plan, a variety of Video/Print/Digital productions, Film Analysis 
Pathways: VCE Media, VCE English 
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Vocational Education and Training (VET) 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) is an important component of both the VCE and VCAL , 
with the opportunity to gain a qualification while undertaking your VCE or VCAL 

VET in Schools offers nationally recognised qualifications with flexible pathways in a diverse range 
of industries including sport, health, technology, engineering, foods, science, construction and IT 

The practical nature of VET allows students to develop valuable skills and knowledge with the 
opportunity to apply them in the workplace. VET also develops employability skills, training which 
is directly connected to employment, which is an advantage when entering the workforce. 

VET can make a valuable contribution to your education and your future 

GET VET https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/Index.aspx 

VET subjects offer VCE and VCAL pathways and are available for students aged 15 years on 
enrolment to commence an early start into this program. Students wishing to undertake early 
start must be committed to their studies and be able to meet the demands of studying at a 
VET/VCE level.  

The following courses have units 1 – 4 and are run over two years onsite here at Whittlesea 
Secondary College.  

VCE VET Hospitality – Certificate II in Kitchen Operations – Registered 
Training Organisation - William Angliss (Cost $485 approx.) 

Certificate II in Hospitality (Kitchen Operations) provides students with the skills and knowledge to 
be competent in a range of kitchen functions and activities to work in various hospitality 
enterprises where food is prepared and served. Units 1 and 2 (year 1) of the program include 
workplace hygiene, working with colleagues and customers, workplace OHS, using basic methods 
of cookery, receiving and storing kitchen supplies and presenting food. Units 3 and 4 (2nd year) 
offers VCE scored assessment and incorporates units such as preparing, cooking and serving food 
for service, preparing appetisers and salads, stocks, sauces, soups, poultry, fruit, vegetables, eggs 
and farinaceous dishes and work place performances. 

 This subject is VCE scored assessed with a VCAA exam at the end of the second year
Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is strongly recommended – 80 hours over course duration

VCE VET Certificate II in AUTOMOTIVE Vocational Preparation 
(Cost $300 approx.) 
Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation (pre apprenticeship) is an industry standard 
qualification designed for students who have an interest in commencing careers in Automotive or 
similar industry sectors, or students who wish to learn more about the industry and what it has to 
offer. The certificate is delivered over two years, in a series of competencies consisting of 
Elearning theoretical modules and practical tasks, which are commonplace in the automotive 
industry. Learning is largely self-paced; students will perform work in a simulated automotive 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/Index.aspx
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workshop and will carry out units of competence such as: apply safe working practices; use and 
maintain workplace tooling and equipment; dismantle and assemble manual transmissions, 
remove and replace cylinder heads and others – combining a total of twelve compulsory units and 
electives over the two years.  On successful completion of the VCE VET Automotive program, 
students will be eligible for the award of AUR20716 Certificate II in Automotive Vocational 
Preparation with recognition of up to four VCE units of credit and contributes to VCAL 

This subject runs as an all-day program, once a week throughout the senior school year.
This subject contributes a 10% increment to the primary four subjects in VCE
Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is strongly recommended – 160 hours over course
duration

VCE VET Certificate II in ENGINEERING STUDIES  (Cost $300 approx.) 
Certificate II in Engineering Studies (pre apprenticeship) is a practical, hands-on course that leads 
to industry standard qualifications as well as contributing to a student’s VCE and VCAL course. The 
program contains a significant component of written work and producing basic engineering 3D 
sketches and drawings; units of competence completed in this course include occupational 
health and safety, using hand and power tools, welding and thermal cutting.  

Second year students undertake a basic engineering project within their portfolio, performing 
engineering computations and producing basic engineering products. 

This subject runs as an all-day program, once a week throughout the senior school year.
 This subject is VCE scored assessed with a VCAA exam at the end of the second year
Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is strongly recommended – 80 hours over course duration

VCE VET Certificate II in BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION (CARPENTRY) (Cost
$300 approx.)
Certificate II in Building and Construction (Carpentry) is a practical hands-on course that leads to 
the industry standard pre apprenticeship qualification as well as contributing to a student’s VCE 
and VCAL course; students will receive a Statement of Attainment. There is a significant 
component of theory through elearning modules and students will develop skills and knowledge 
through the practical tasks.  

Units of competency in first year are OH&S, using carpentry tools, workplace communication, 
interpret basic plans and drawings, carry out measurements, calculations and basic levelling 
procedures, working effectively and sustainable in the construction industry  – students achieve 
their First Aid Certificate and Construction Induction Training and are issued a ‘white card’ by 
WorkSafe Victoria.  

Second year students work together in small teams to build a cubby house from their own design, 
completing all the units of basic setting out, constructing sub-floor and basic wall frames, roof 
window & door frames and installing basic external cladding,  
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This subject runs as an all-day program, once a week throughout the senior school year.
This subject contributes a 10% increment to the primary four subjects in VCE
Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is strongly recommended – 80 hours over course duration

VCE VET Certificate III in Information Digital Media & Technology 
(IDM&T) – Registered Training Organisation – IVET (cost $200 approx.) 
This course provides students with the opportunity to acquire and develop the skills, knowledge 
and confidence to work in the areas of information technology in a range of industry areas. 
Students will require access to a computer with broadband connection at home in order to 
complete any unfinished activities or to revise topics in preparation for assessment. 

First year coursework will include units of WHS, communication and consultation processes, work 
and communicate effectively in an ICT environment, run standard diagnostic tests, operate 
application software packages, produce digital images for web, use social media tools for 
collaboration and engagement, implement and monitor environmental sustainable work practices, 
care for computer hardware, organise personal work priorities and development. 

Second year coursework will include units to create a simple mark-up language document, build 
simple websites using commercial programs, review and maintain a website, create user 
documentation, install – configure and secure a small office or home office network, install and 
optimise operation system software, provide IT advice to clients, maintain equipment and 
software.  Students will receive a statement of attainment for competencies achieved within the 
course units.  

This subject is embedded within the timetable
 This subject is VCE scored assessed with a VCAA exam at the end of the second year
Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is strongly recommended –80 hours over course duration

VET Certificate II Sport & Recreation - AFL Academy 
Registered Training Organisation – IVET (Cost $300 approx.) 

Students will explore AFL football through both practical activities and theoretical learning tasks. 
They will look at many aspects of football, including issues of the day, umpiring, fitness, sports 
nutrition, strength and condition and watching game footage. Students will complete a certificate 
II in Sport & Recreation within the one year course. 
Prerequisite: Students be committed to their studies and be able to meet the demands required 
for a VET Certificate & required to be 15 years or older on enrolment.  
Subject Pathways: VCE Physical Education, VET Sport & Recreation 

Career Pathways: Sportsperson, Sports Coach, Sports Commentator, Personal Trainer/Fitness 
Instructor. 
This subject is embedded within the timetable
This subject contributes VET hour credits to VCAL and contributes Units 1 & 2 to VCE
Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is strongly recommended –80 hours over course duration
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VCE VET Certificate III in Sport & Recreation – Registered Training 
Organisation – IVET (Cost $300 approx.) 
This course provides students through theory and practical sessions, the opportunity to develop 
the skills and knowledge required to support the operation of facilities and assist in conducting 
sport and recreation programs as well as develop a comprehensive understanding of the Sport and 
Recreation Industry. 

The course is delivered over two years and includes activities such as planning a session and 
facilitating groups, developing knowledge of coaching practices, conducting warm-up and cool-
down programs, safety and the sport environment, managing conflict and responding to 
emergency situations, students will achieve their first aid certificate in first year with a CPR update 
the following year. A number of excursions and activities will be planned with a camp during the 
first year of the course. Students will receive a statement of attainment for competencies 
achieved within the course units.  

This subject is embedded within the timetable
 This subject is VCE scored assessed with a VCAA exam at the end of the second year
Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is strongly recommended –80 hours over course duration

School Based Apprenticeship and/or Traineeships (SBAT) 

An SBAT offers students the option through their senior secondary program of either VCE or VCAL 
to commence an apprenticeship or traineeship, combining part-time employment and training in 
their preferred career pathway with a senior school qualification. The program is undertaken 
under a Training Contract with an employer, a Training Plan signed by the school, formally lodged 
with the Australian Apprenticeship Support Network (AASN) which leads to a nationally recognised 
qualification. SBAT’s can be included in a VCAL or VCE pathway and can contribute to the VCE 
ATAR score with an increment of 10% as a 5th or 6th study increment. Certificate III SBAT’S can 
commence with or without a previous or current VET subject enrolment. An SWL workplacement 
is strongly encouraged prior to commencing this process and the minimum age to commence an 
SBAT is 15 years old. 

Head Start is a new apprenticeship and traineeship pathway for secondary students. A Head Start 
Apprenticeship or Traineeship (HSAT) has three core components: 

1. Flexible delivery of VCAL and VCE, to help maximise time on the job, and with a strong focus
on literacy and numeracy

2. Quality training delivered in a way that is aligned with  time on the job, to support
achievement of competencies

3. Maximised time in employment, with time on the job increasing each year to support
genuine progression through the apprenticeship or traineeship. Depending on the
requirement of the employer, it is expected that at a minimum average students will
undertake:

o one day per week paid employment in Year 10
o two days per week paid employment in Year 11
o three days per week paid employment in Year 12 (which may be undertaken over

two years if required).
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Head Start’s objectives are to: 

• allow students to spend significantly more time training on the job, while still completing
senior secondary qualifications

• increase the number of qualified apprentices and trainees in growing trades and industries,
aligned with local economic and social needs

• give employers the opportunity to train and mentor young apprentices and trainees who
are ready for work, and who have appropriate literacy, numeracy and employability skills

• ensure students undertake high-quality apprenticeships and traineeships with genuine
employers

• provide continuous and dedicated support for all parties to help students progress to
completion

• develop best practices to improve the delivery and experience of apprenticeships and
traineeships for school students.

WHAT NOW?  

For more information about School Based Apprenticeships, please speak to your VET Coordinator. 

Your Future is in Your Hands 

SBAT

VCE

VET

VCAL
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