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PAWS-Tuesday 20th October 7.00pm 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
Welcome back to what promises to be a very busy but productive term. 
MUSIC CONCERT  
The Annual Music Concert is being held this evening at Plenty Ranges Arts and Convention Centre at 
7.30 pm.  Tickets can still be purchased at the door for $8.00.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 
showcase the musical talent we have at our disposal in the College. 
PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
The sessions on Thursday September 17 were well supported by parents and provided a great 
opportunity to strengthen the school home partnership.  I appreciated the opportunity to meet so many 
parents on the day. 
INTRODUCTION OF VICTORIAN STUDENT NUMBER (VSN) 
Students in all Victorian schools will be allocated a VSN very shortly.  This number will remain with 
students until reaching the age of 25.  The allocation for our school will commence next week and a 
full explanation will be included in the newsletter. 
LUNCHEON FOR STUDENT LEADERS 
Next week the House Coordinators will host a luncheon off site for our School Captains and House 
Captains to thank them for the wonderful way they have carried out their roles this year. 
UNIFORM REVIEW COMMITTEE 
The Uniform Review Committee has now met on two occasions and as part of the consultation process 
with stakeholders is working on a survey which will be posted to all families in the school community 
in the near future.  Consultation with students and staff is also commencing.-Terry Twomey Principal  



 

VET EXCELLENCE AWARD WINNER 2003 & 2007  
 
VTAC ASSISTANCE CONTINUING FOR STUDENTS AFFECTED BY  THE 2009 
BUSHFIRES 
Over the past weeks the college has actively been working with the VCAA (Victorian Curriculum Assessment 
Authority) and VTAC (Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre) to assist in the process for applications for tertiary 
courses, the special entry access scheme and scholarships with VTAC staff. 
David Osborne (Manager Schools Liaison) and Suzanne Connelly (Deputy Director of Information and 
Publishing) have been available for consultation with staff, parents and students at various forums. 
Our students have been significantly affected by the Victorian bushfires and the College staff have ensured that  
VCE students have accessed Special Entry Access Schemes, and a number of categories of disadvantage  
including “difficult family circumstances”.  This process will also include additional information explaining the 
disadvantage for VTAC as well as a statement of support from the College. 
Thank you to all families who have supported their son/daughter through this difficult but necessary stage. 
LATENESS 
Students are expected to arrive at school between 8.45am and 8.55am.  If students are not at school for morning 
Home Group they will be marked absent on the roll. 
The College understands that some situations such as family emergencies, important family events, sickness or 
pressing medical issues may require occasional student absences, but lateness to school without a note is not 
acceptable. 
Parents are reminded to phone the office and leave a message on the morning of an unexpected absence.  A note 
is required from a parent or guardian to explain any absence on the day the student returns to school.  A medical 
certificate will be required if the student has attended a doctor.  Notes are to be handed to the Home Group 
teacher in the morning home room. 
Thanking you for your participation in this process.. 

Delma Osborne – Assistant Principal 
WHITTLESEA SECONDARY PRESENTS ITS GREEN TEAM 
We have started a Green Team that works towards making our school more water smart, because water is a very 
valuable resource! 
We investigate things like: 

·  Investigating effective drinking taps for the school 
·  Our gardens (planting drought tolerant plants) 
·  Designing sustainable vegetable gardens 
·  Keeping a record of Water usage (checking the meter) 
·  Testing the quality of the water in our school tanks 
·  Designing posters to promote water savings 
·  We are looking to have a fundraiser to get some money to buy some water saving drinking taps and 

other things around the school 
·  Presenting at workshops at other schools to let them know what we are doing here and get some helpful 

ideas 
·  And anything else to do with saving water and keeping the school grounds healthy. 

Members of the Green Team: Elizabeth Gipps, Jayden Mizzi, Paul Bergen, Harrison Mikutta. 
We meet every green Tuesday (Green Team, green week.  See the link!) and discuss things like how to save 
water with the bubble taps.  Every week we come up with wonderful tips to help you save water and help keep 
the Earth healthy. 
Today’s hot water saving tip from the Green Team: 

�  Use eco-friendly washing detergent.  Remember, if you use eco-friendly washing detergent you can put 
the left-over water on the garden, instead of using valuable drinking water! 

Mark Smit - Wetarc 
 
CLOSING DATE FOR EMERGENCY PAYMENTS FROM THE BUSHFI RE APPEAL FUND-9.10.09 
The Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund has announced closure of three emergency gifts on 9th October 2009, for 
individuals to alleviate immediate and acute distress, 
Website:  www.dhs.vic.gov.au/bushfireappeal. 
The three gifts are: 

·  The Initial Home Dislocation gift, which allowed people to meet their immediate living expenses if their 
house was destroyed or uninhabitable for other reasons. 



·  The Emergency Household Repair gift, which was a short-term measure to help people make minor 
repairs to their damaged houses, such as repairing smoke or water damage: and 

·  The Emergency Tools of Trade gift, which supported people who lost equipment vital to their trade. 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 
MONDAY  

& 
FRIDAY 

9AM – 11.15AM 

 
THAILAND TOUR 
Congratulations to the 9 girls who endured the 8 day tour to Thailand during the last week of Term 3.  The tour 
challenged the students both mentally and physically during the 3 day jungle trek to the hill tribes, where we 
lived, ate and slept as a local.  It was wonderful to see the girls embrace the local customs including the primitive 
living conditions.  The weather was hot and humid with the occasional thunderstorm.  The highlights included 
elephant riding, bamboo rafting, bike riding, experiencing the overnight train to Chiang Mai and of course the 
shopping.  Thank you to Mr Buhagiar for his assistance during the tour.  His sense of humour kept us all going, 
especially through the days of trekking.  Usually International tours occur every second year at Whittlesea 
Secondary College, however, next year we have been invited to visit Japan by our sister school to celebrate our 
10th Anniversary of Japanese students visiting Whittlesea Secondary College.  The dates for this tour are yet to 
be decided. 

Tania Pearson – Camps Coordinator 
COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Community Services students were asked if they would like to complete their work placement, tutoring fire 
affected students from Kinglake West Primary School.  Our students were more than willing!  One girl had 
already secured a placement but wanted to do the tutoring as well.  Throughout Term 3 and for the second half of 
Term 2, Jake Grade 3 and Jordan Grade 1 have worked together with their tutors on English and Mathematics 
work.  Each week Jordan and Jake came down to the College after school for an hour long tutoring session with 
Nicole Coen and Rajbinder Singh.  The girls would help the children with their homework and prepared 
appropriate literacy and numeracy tasks to improve their skills.  The girls have done a wonderful job with the 
kids and should be congratulated for their dedication and fine work. 

Bronwyn Traill – Community Services 
AUTOMOTIVE DEPARTMENT 
The Automotive Department would like to thank the following people/businesses for their donations of motor 
vehicles for student use. 
 �����&$�/5%��%���%�
�"!&�5�8�'�&�
��+���
�""�+�'���� �
� ��+'�*���'+���8�'�&���5�$&�
�'���&�
� 	��2&�&�
��$��8�'�&���'+�9&%�'��
�
� ��:�
�!��8�'�&�
��+���
&"�'&�
These kind donations are very much appreciated by staff and students alike. 

Anthony Gasson – Automotive Department 
     T.A.RA. (Teenage Aggression: Responding Assertively) 
  1 DAY WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS OF ADOLESCENTS WHO BEHAVE 
                                            VIOLENTLY AT HOME:. 
                         Tuesday 20th October 2009 – 9am – 4pm – HEIDELBERG 
$20 – concession available, lunch provided 
Open to families from Whittlesea, Banyule, Nillumbik and Darebin 
For enquiries please contact: 9450 4700 

 
BIKE REGISTRATION/ENGRAVING DAY AT WHITTLESEA POLIC E STATION 
SUNDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2009 10AM – MIDDAY 
As part of the Safe Cycle campaign by Victoria Police, the Whittlesea Police Station is 
offering a bike registration/engraving day. 
From Tricycles to mountain bikes, everyone is welcome to attend and have their bikes 
registered.  Children’s bikes can be registered under a parents licence number. 
Any questions or queries, please contact Senior constable Joanne Colledge at the Whittlesea 
Police Station on 9716 2102. 



 

 


